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General Instructions:
Read the following instructions very carefully and strictly follow them.
() This question paper comprises five Sections— Section A, Section B, Section C,

Section D and Section E. All questions are compulsory.

Section A— Question No. 1 to 21 are Multiple Choice Questions, carrying 1 mark
each.

Section B- Question No. 22 to 27 are short answer type questions, carrying 3
marks each. Answers to these questions should not exceed 60 to 80 words.
Section C- Question No. 28 to 30 are Long answer type questions, carrying 8
marks each. Answers to these questions should not exceed 300 to 350 words.
Section D- Question No. 31 to 33 are Source-based questions, with three sub-
questions and carrying 4 marks each.

Section E- Question No. 34 is a map-based question, carrying 5 marks that
includes the identification and locations of significant test items.

(VII) Answers should be as per the weightage of the question. The above word-limit

should be adhered to, as far as possible.

(VIII) There is no overall choice in the question paper. However, an internal choice has

been provided in some questions. Only one of the choices in such questions has
to be attempted.

(IX) Cut the MAP from your question paper and attach it with your answer-book.

In addition to this, read the given separate instructions with each section and
question.




Q Questions Marks
Nc; Section-A 21X1=
) Multiple Choice Questions 21

1. (D) Saka king Rudradaman 1

2. (C) Sheel pitak 1

3. (B) Kalibangan 1

4. (A) John Marshall 1

S. (C) Gupta King Samudragupta 1

0. (B) Anand 1

7. (A) 1-c,2-d,3-a,4-b 1

8. (C) Peter Mundy - England 1

9. (A) Only Statement I is correct. 1

10. | (D) Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are correct and Reason (R) is the correct 1
explanation of Assertion (A).

11. | (C) Lotus Temple 1
Note: The following question is for the Visually Impaired Candidates only, in
lieu of Q. No. 11
Which of the following battle marked the end of Vijayanagara empire-
(C) Battle of Rakshasi-Tangadi

12. | (B) Domingo Paes 1

13. | (C) Only I, IIT and IV are correct. 1

14. | (D) Amil-guzar 1

15. | (AL IO, II0, IV 1

16. | (B) Paharias 1

17. | (B) Awadh 1

18. | (B) Lord Dalhousie 1

19. | (B)L, I, IV, I 1

20. | (A) The members of Constituent Assembly were elected on the basis of universal | 1
franchise.

21. | (A) Madras 1

Section-B 6X3=
Short Answer Questions 18
22. | (a) Describe the burial system of Harappan civilisation? 3x1=3

(i) At burials in Harappan sites the dead were generally laid in pits.
(i) Sometimes, there were differences in the way the burial pit was made - in
some instances, the hollowed-out spaces were lined with bricks.




(i)

(iv)

v)

(vi)
(vii)

(viii)

Some graves contain pottery and ornaments, perhaps indicating a belief
that these could be used in the afterlife.

Jewellery has been found in burials of both men and women.

In the excavations at the cemetery in Harappa in the mid-1980s, an
ornament consisting of three shell rings, a jasper (a kind of semi-precious
stone) bead and hundreds of micro beads was found near the skull of a
male.

In some instances the dead were buried with copper mirrors.

But on the whole, it appears that the Harappans did not believe in burying
precious things with the dead.

Any other relevant point.

(Any three points to be described.)

OR
(b) Describe the religious beliefs of Harappa civilisation. 3x1=3

(i) Attempts have been made to reconstruct religious beliefs and practices by
examining seals, some of which seem to depict ritual scenes.

(ii) Plant motifs are thought to indicate nature worship.

(iii) Some animals — such as the one-horned animal, often called the “unicorn”

— depicted on seals seem to be mythical, composite creatures.

(iv) In some seals, a figure shown seated cross-legged in a “yogic” posture,
sometimes surrounded by animals, has been regarded as a depiction of
“proto-Shiva”, that is, an early form of one of the major deities of Hinduism.

(v) Besides, conical stone objects have been classified as lingas.

(vij Any other relevant point.

(Any three points to be described.)
23. | Explain the reasons for the spread of Buddhism and Jainism during 6th century | 3x1=3
BCE.

(i) It appealed to many people dissatisfied with existing religious practices and
confused by the rapid social changes taking place around them.

(ii) The importance attached to conduct and values rather than claims of
superiority based on birth.

(iii) It used the language of common people for teaching.

(iv) Any other relevant point.

(Any three points to be explained.)
24. | Why was crown ownership of land harmful according to Bernier? Explain. 3x1=3

(i)
(i)
(i)
(iv)

v)

(vi)
(vii)

(viii)

Bernier saw crown ownership of land as being harmful for both the state
and its people.

He thought that in the Mughal Empire the emperor owned all the land and
distributed it among his nobles, and that this had disastrous consequences
for the economy and society.

Owing to crown ownership of land, argued Bernier, landholders could not
pass on their land to their children.

Due to this landowners were averse to any long-term investment in the
sustenance and expansion of production.

The absence of private property in land had, therefore, prevented the
emergence of the class of “improving” landlords (as in Western Europe) with
a concern to maintain or improve the land.

It had led to the uniform ruination of agriculture.

It also led to excessive oppression of the peasantry and a continuous
decline in the living standards of all sections of society, except the ruling
aristocracy.

Any other relevant point.

(Any three points to be explained.)




25. | (a) Analyse the Amar-nayaka system of Vijayanagara Empire. 3x1=3

(i) The amara-nayaka system was a major political innovation of the
Vijayanagara Empire.

(ii) The amara-nayakas were military commanders who were given territories
to govern by the raya.

(iii) They collected taxes and other dues from peasants, craftspersons and
traders in the area.

(iv) They retained part of the revenue for personal use and for maintaining a
stipulated contingent of horses and elephants.

(v) These contingents provided the Vijayanagara kings with an effective
fighting force with which they brought the entire southern peninsula under
their control.

(vij Some of the revenue was also used for the maintenance of temples and
irrigation works.

(viij The amara-nayakas sent tribute to the king annually and personally
appeared in the royal court with gifts to express their loyalty.

(viii) Kings occasionally asserted their control over them by transferring them
from one place to another.

(ix) However, during the course of the seventeenth century, many of these
nayakas established independent kingdoms.

(x) This hastened the collapse of the central imperial structure.

(xi) Any other relevant point.

(Any three point to be analysed.)
OR
(b) Why were agricultural tracts incorporated within the fortified area in
Vijayanagara empire? 3x1=3

(i) The objective of medieval sieges was to starve the defenders into
submission.

(ii) These sieges could last for several months and sometimes even years.

(iii) Normally rulers tried to be prepared for such situations by building large
granaries within fortified areas.

(iv) The rulers of Vijayanagara adopted a more expensive and elaborate strategy
of protecting the agricultural belt itself.

(v) Any other relevant point.

(Any three points to be explained.)
26. | (a) “The nationalist movement in the twentieth century drew its inspiration from | 3x1=3

the event of 1857.” Explain the statement with suitable examples.

()
(i)

(iid)

(iv)

v)

(vi)

(vii)

A whole world of nationalist imagination was woven around the revolt.

It was celebrated as the First War of Independence in which all sections of
the people of India came together to fight against imperial rule.

Art and literature, as much as the writing of history, have helped in keeping
alive the memory of 1857.

The leaders of the revolt were presented as heroic figures leading the
country into battle, rousing the people to righteous indignation against
oppressive imperial rule.

Heroic poems were written about the valour of the queen who, with a sword
in one hand and the reins of her horse in the other, fought for the freedom
of her motherland.

Rani of Jhansi was represented as a masculine figure chasing the enemy,
slaying British soldiers and valiantly fighting till her last.

Children in many parts of India grow up reading the lines of Subhadra
Kumari Chauhan: “Khoob lari mardani woh to Jhansi wali rani thi” (Like a
man she fought, she was the Rani of Jhansi).




(viii) In popular prints Rani Lakshmi Bai is usually portrayed in battle armour,
with a sword in hand and riding a horse — a symbol of the determination to
resist injustice and alien rule.

(ix) Any other relevant point.

(Any three points to be explained.)

27. | How did the Constituent assembly mandated for a complex system of fiscal 3x1=3
federalism?
(i) Through the constitutional debates the Constituent assembly mandated for
a complex system of fiscal federalism.
(ii) In the case of some taxes for instance, customs duties and Company taxes
the Centre retained all the proceeds.
(iii) In other cases such as income tax and excise duties it shared them with
the states;
(iv) In still other cases for instance, estate duties it assigned them wholly to the
states.
(v) The states, meanwhile, could levy and collect certain taxes on their own:
these included land and property taxes, sales tax, and the hugely profitable
tax on bottled liquor.
(vij Any other relevant point.
(Any three points to be explained.)
Section-C 3X8=
Long Answer Questions 24
28. | (a) “Epigraphy alone does not provide a full understanding of political and | 8x1=8

economic history.” Evaluate the statement.

(i) There are limits to what epigraphy can reveal.

(i) Sometimes, there are technical limitations: letters are very faintly engraved,
and thus reconstructions are uncertain.

(iii) Also, inscriptions may be damaged or letters missing.

(iv) Besides, it is not always easy to be sure about the exact meaning of the
words used in inscriptions, some of which may be specific to a particular
place or time.

(v) If we go through an epigraphical journal, it can be realised that scholars
are constantly debating and discussing alternative ways of reading
inscriptions.

(vi) Although several thousand inscriptions have been discovered, not all have
been deciphered, published and translated. Besides, many more
inscriptions must have existed, which have not survived the ravages of
time. So what is available at present is probably only a fraction of what was
inscribed.

(vii) Another, perhaps more fundamental, problem: not everything that we may
consider politically or economically significant was necessarily recorded in
inscriptions.

(viii) For instance, routine agricultural practices and the joys and sorrows of
daily existence find no mention in inscriptions, which focus, more often
than not, on grand, unique events.

(ix) Besides, the content of inscriptions almost invariably projects the
perspective of the person(s) who commissioned them.

(x) As such, they need to be juxtaposed with other perspectives so as to arrive
at a better understanding of the past.

(xi) Any other relevant point.

(Any eight points to be evaluated.)

OR




(b) Evaluate the administrative system of the Mauryan Empire.

()
(i)
(i)
(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

()

(xi)

(xii)

(xiii)

(xiv)
(xv)

(xvi)

Mauryan Empire was founded by Chandragupta Maurya in c. 321 BCE.
His control extended as far in northwest as Afghanistan and Baluchistan,
His grandson Asoka, conquered Kalinga (present-day coastal Orissa).

It is very unlikeliy that such a vast empire may have uniform administrative
system.

There were five major political centres in the empire — the capital
Pataliputra and the provincial centres of Taxila, Ujjayini, Tosali and
Suvarnagiri, all mentioned in Asokan inscriptions.

It is likely that administrative control was strongest in areas around the
capital and the provincial centres.

These centres were carefully chosen, both Taxila and Ujjayini being
situated on important long-distance trade routes, while Suvarnagiri
(literally, the golden mountain) was possibly important for tapping the gold
mines of Karnataka.

Communication along both land and riverine routes was vital for the
existence of the empire.

Journeys from the centre to the provinces could have taken weeks if not
months. This meant arranging for provisions as well as protection for those
who were on the move.

Megasthenes mentions a committee with six subcommittees for
coordinating military activity.

The First committee looked after the navy, the second managed transport
and provisions, the third was responsible for foot-soldiers, the fourth for
horses, the fifth for chariots and the sixth for elephants.

The activities of the second subcommittee were rather varied: arranging for
bullock carts to carry equipment, procuring food for soldiers and fodder for
animals, and recruiting servants and artisans to look after the soldiers.
Asoka also tried to hold his empire together by propagating dhamma, the
principles of which, as we have seen, were simple and virtually universally
applicable.

This, according to him, would ensure the well-being of people in this world
and the next.

Special officers, known as the dhamma mahamatta, were appointed to
spread the message of dhamma.

Any other relevant point.

(Any eight points to be evaluated.)

8x1=8

29.

(a) Describe the Virashaiva tradition in Karnataka.

@)

(i)
(iid)

(iv)

(v)
(vi)
(vii)

(viii)
(ix)

The twelfth century witnessed the emergence of a new movement in
Karnataka, led by a Brahmana named Basavanna (1106-68) who was a
minister in the court of a Kalachuri ruler.

His followers were known as Virashaivas (heroes of Shiva) or Lingayats
(wearers of the linga).

Lingayats worship Shiva in his manifestation as a linga, and men usually
wear a small linga in a silver case on a loop strung over the left shoulder.
Those who are revered include the jangama or wandering monks.
Lingayats believe that on death the devotee will be united with Shiva and
will not return to this world.

Therefore they do not practise funerary rites such as cremation, prescribed
in the Dharmashastras. Instead, they ceremonially bury their dead.

The Lingayats challenged the idea of caste and the “pollution” attributed to
certain groups by Brahmanas.

They also questioned the theory of rebirth.

These won them followers amongst those who were marginalised within the
Brahmanical social order.

8x1=8




()

(x1)

(xii)

The Lingayats also encouraged certain practices disapproved in the
Dharmashastras, such as post-puberty marriage and the remarriage of
widows.

Our understanding of the Virashaiva tradition is derived from vachanas
(literally, sayings) composed in Kannada by women and men who joined
the movement.

Any other relevant point.

(Any eight points to be described.)

OR

(b) Describe the role of Kabir in weaving the composite culture in Bhakti tradition.

(i)
(i1)
(i)
(iv)
(v)
(vi)
(vii)
(viii)
(ix)
(%)
(xi)

(xii)

Kabir (c. fourteenth-fifteenth centuries) is one of the most outstanding
examples of a poet-saint who promoted the composite culture.

Verses ascribed to Kabir have been compiled in three distinct but
overlapping traditions.

The Kabir Bijak is preserved by the Kabirpanth (the path or sect of Kabir)
in Varanasi and elsewhere in Uttar Pradesh.

The Kabir Granthavali is associated with the Dadupanth in Rajasthan.
Many of his compositions are also found in the Adi Granth Sahib.

Kabir’s poems have survived in several languages and dialects.

Some are composed in the special language of nirguna poets, the sant
bhasha others, known as ulatbansi (upside-down sayings), are written in a
form in which everyday meanings are inverted.

The range of traditions Kabir drew on to describe the Ultimate Reality is
also striking.

His range include Islam when he described the Ultimate Reality as Allah,
Khuda, Hazrat and Pir.

He also used terms drawn from Vedantic traditions like alakh (the unseen),
nirakar (formless), Brahman, Atman, etc.

Other terms with mystical connotations such as shabda (sound) or shunya
(emptiness) were drawn from yogic traditions.

Any other relevant point.

(Any eight points to be described.)

8x1=8

30.

(@) “By 1922, Mahatma Gandhi had transformed Indian Nationalism.” Justify the
statement with suitable examples.

@)
(i)

(i)
(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

By 1922, Gandhiji had transformed Indian nationalism, thereby redeeming
the promise he made in his BHU speech of February 1916.

It was no longer a movement of professionals and intellectuals; now,
hundreds of thousands of peasants, workers and artisans also participated
in it.

Many of them venerated Gandhiji, referring to him as their “Mahatma”.
This identification was strikingly reflected in his dress: while other
nationalist leaders dressed formally, wearing a Western suit or an Indian
bandgala, Gandhiji went among the people in a simple dhoti or loincloth.
He spent part of each day working on the charkha (spinning wheel), and
encouraged other nationalists to do likewise.

The act of spinning allowed Gandhiji to break the boundaries that prevailed
within the traditional caste system, between mental labour and manual
labour.

When he travelled through the region in February 1921, Gandhiji was
received by adoring crowds everywhere. Gandhiji’s appeal among the poor,
and peasants in particular, was enhanced by his ascetic lifestyle, and by
his shrewd use of symbols such as the dhoti and the charkha.

Mahatma Gandhi was by caste a merchant, and by profession a lawyer; but
his simple lifestyle and love of working with his hands allowed him to

8x1=8




empathise more fully with the labouring poor and for them, in turn, to
empathise with him.

(ix) Where most other politicians talked down to them, Gandhiji appeared not
just to look like them, but to understand them and relate to their lives.

(x) Mahatma Gandhi’s success in broadening the basis of nationalism was
based on careful organisation. New branches of the Congress were set up
in various parts of India.

(xi) A series of “Praja Mandals” were established to promote the nationalist
creed in the princely states.

(xii) Gandhiji encouraged the communication of the nationalist message in the
mother tongue, rather than in the language of the rulers, English.

(xiii) The provincial committees of the Congress were based on linguistic regions,
rather than on the artificial boundaries of British India.

(xiv) In these different ways nationalism was taken to the farthest corners of the
country and embraced by social groups previously untouched by it.

(xv) By now, among the supporters of the Congress were some very prosperous
businessmen and industrialists.

(xvi) Indian entrepreneurs were quick to recognise that, in a free India, the
favours enjoyed by their British competitors would come to an end.

(xvii) Some of these entrepreneurs, such as G.D. Birla, supported the national
movement openly; others did so tacitly.

(xviii) Thus, among Gandhiji’s admirers were both poor peasants and rich
industrialists, although the reasons why peasants followed Gandhiji were
somewhat different from, and perhaps opposed to, the reasons of the
industrialists.

(xix) Any other relevant point.

(Any eight points to be justified.)

OR
(b) “The study of Gandhi ji’s political life requires correlation between | 8x1=8
documentary evidence and mass experiences.” Justify the statement with suitable
examples.
(i) Writings and speeches of Mahatma Gandhi and his contemporaries.
(ii) Letters
(iii) Autobiographies
(iv) Biographies
(v) Documentaries
(vi) Official Government reports/records
(vii) Newspapers
(viii) Journals
(ix) Photographs
(x) Mass Movements and Public participation
(xi) Public opinions and rumours
(xii) Any other relevant point
(Any eight points to be justified.)
Section-D 3X4=
Source Based Questions 12
31. | Read the given source carefully and answer the questions that follows: 1+1+2

How could men and women acquire wealth?

“For men, the Manusmriti declares, there are seven means of acquiring wealth:
inheritance, finding, purchase, conquest, investment, work, and acceptance of
gifts from good people.

For women, there are six means of acquiring wealth: what was given in front of
the fire (marriage) or the bridal procession, or as a token of affection, and what
she got from her brother, mother or father. She could also acquire wealth through
any subsequent gift and whatever her “affectionate” husband might give her.”




(31.1) Name any two ways by which men could acquire wealth according to
the Manusmriti. (1)
Men could acquire wealth through inheritance, purchase, work, conquest,
investment, finding, or acceptance of gifts.

(31.2) According to the passage, from whom could women receive wealth?

(1)
Women could receive wealth from their parents, brothers, husbands, or through
gifts given during marriage ceremonies.

(31.3) What does the passage reveal about the position of men and women
in matters of property and wealth? Explain. (2)

(i) The passage shows that men had wider and more independent
opportunities to acquire wealth, such as through work, conquest, and
investment.

(ii) Women’s wealth was mostly dependent on gifts received from family
members or husbands, reflecting limited economic independence and a
patriarchal social system.

(iii) Any other relevant point.

(Any two point to be explained.)

32.

Read the given source carefully and answer the questions that follows:

Trade between the hill tribes and the plains, c. 1595

This is how Abu’l Fazl describes the transactions between the hill tribes and the
plains in the suba of Awadh (part of present-day Uttar Pradesh):

From the northern mountains quantities of goods are carried on the backs of men,
of stout ponies and of goats, such as gold, copper, lead, musk, tails of the kutas
cow (the yak), honey, chuk (an acid composed of orange juice and lemon boiled
together), pomegranate seed, ginger, long pepper, majith (a plant producing a red
dye) root, borax, zedoary (a root resembling turmeric), wax, woollen stuffs, wooden
ware, hawks, falcons, black falcons, merlins (a kind of bird), and other articles. In
exchange they carry back white and coloured cloths, amber, salt, asafoetida,
ornaments, glass and earthen ware.

(32.1) What items were brought from the northern mountains to the plains
according to Akbarnama? (1)
Goods such as gold, copper, musk, honey, ginger, wax, woollen stuffs, hawks, and
falcons were brought  from the mountains to the plains.

(32.2) Which goods were carried back to the hills from the plains in exchange
trade? (1)
The hill tribes carried back white and coloured cloths, salt, ornaments, glassware,
and earthenware from the plains.

(32.3) Explain how geographical differences between hills and plains
encouraged trade between them. (2)

(i) Geographical differences between the hills and plains encouraged trade
because each region produced different kinds of goods.
(ii) The hills provided forest and animal products such as honey, yak tails, and
wool, while the fertile plains produced cloth, salt, and manufactured goods.
(iii) As a result, people of both regions depended on each other for their needs.
(iv) Any other relevant point.
(Any two points to be described.)

1+1+2

33.

Read the given source carefully and answer the questions that follows:
On clearance and settled cultivation

1+1+2




Passing through one village in the lower Rajmahal hills, Buchanan wrote:

The view of the country is exceedingly fine, the cultivation, especially the narrow
valleys of rice winding in all directions, the cleared lands with scattered trees, and
the rocky hills are in perfection; all that is wanted is some appearance of progress
in the area and a vastly extended and improved cultivation, of which the country
is highly susceptible. Plantations of Asan and Palas, for Tessar (Tassar silk worms)
and Lac, should occupy the place of woods to as great an extent as the demand
will admit; the remainder might be all cleared, and the greater part cultivated,
while what is not fit for the purpose, might rear Plamira (palmyra) and Mowa
(mahuaq).

(33.1) What features of the Rajmahal hills impressed Francis Buchanan
during his journey? (1)

Buchanan was impressed by the rice fields in narrow valleys, cleared lands with
scattered trees, and the rocky hills of the region.

(33.2) How did Buchanan suggest the forests of the Rajmahal hills could be
used economically? (1)
Buchanan suggested planting Asan and Palas trees for Tassar silk worms and
Lac production, while other areas could be cleared for farming and growing
palmyra and mahua trees.

(33.3) “How does the passage show the changing use of forests and land in
the Rajmahal hills? Explain with examples. (2)

(i) Forests were being viewed as land for cultivation and commercial use.

(ii) Buchanan suggested replacing forests with plantations of Asan and Palas
trees for Tassar silk worms and Lac production.

(iii) He also proposed clearing land for farming and using some areas for
growing palmyra and mahua trees.

(iv) This reflects the shift from natural forests to settled cultivation and
economic exploitation of land.

(v) Any other relevant point.
(Any two points to be described.)

Section-F 3+2=5
Map Skill Based Questions
34. | (34.1) Please see attached map. 3X1=3
(34.2) Please see attached map. 2X1=2
Note: The following questions are for the Visually Impaired candidates
only, in lieu of Q.No. 34.
(34.1) Mention any one mature Harappan site in Gujarat.
- Lothal/ Dholavira 1
(34.2) Mention any one ancient Buddhist site in Bihar.
- Bodhgaya 1
(34.3) (a) Name any one territory which was under the Mughals. 1
- Delhi/ Agra/ Panipat/ Amber/ Ajmer/ Lahore/ Goa
OR
(b) Name any one neighbouring kingdom of Bijapur. 1
- Golkunda/ Vijayanagar (Any other)
(34.4) Name any two centres of the Indian National Movement. 2

- Champaran/ Kheda/ Ahmedabad/ Benaras/ Amritsar/ ChauriChaura/
Dandi/ Bombay (Any Two)







