MARKING SCHEME
ALL INDIA SENIOR SCHOOL- 2026

Cy AmINATION

English Core - Class XII (Code 103)

Important instructions for the evaluator/ examiner:
1. Follow the Marking Scheme for broader guidelines and reference.
2. In case of confusion or ambiguity, discuss it with your Head Examiner.
3. Award full or rational marks to the candidate if she/he has written not similar but equally
acceptable point as provided in the Marking Scheme.
4. Go through and comprehend the Marking Scheme thoroughly before starting evaluation.
5. Maintain high level of authenticity, confidentiality and integrity.

Expected answers/ Value Points:

Section-A Reading: 22-Marks

Question 1. In the modern age ................... addicted to expression. 12 Marks

11t

C. As humans become more connected extremely, they grow more disconnected
internally. 1 Mark

C. To provide scientific evidence for the psychological value of silence. 1 Mark

B. Silence is now being marketed and sold as a luxury experience. 1 Mark

v. A. Reverent and analytical. 1 Mark

V. Purchased silence is superficial and temporary. Chosen silence involves conscious
introspection and self-discipline. 2 Marks

vi. Silence is portrayed as a means of reclaiming control over one’s thoughts and emotions.
By detaching from noise, individuals reconnect with self-awareness and deliberate
though. 2 Marks

vii. A. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 1 Mark

viii. memory. 1 Mark

iX. Pascal’s remark aligns with the idea that people fear introspection. Silence challenges
the modemn compulsion to stay busy, making it a quiet but powerful act of
independence. 2 Marks

Question 2. One of the greatest challenges............................ energy security. 10 Marks

B. Efficiency increases while cost decreases. 1 Mark



n A 2014 1 Mark

n A Both A and R are true and R explains A 1 Mark

v ATt enables affordable renewable energy in nations reducing dependence on imported
fuels and supporting economic growth. 2 Marks

3 B. Unequal access and sustainability of resources. 1 Mark

vi Cleaner air, lower emission, creation of green jobs, and sustainable development across

communities. 2 Mark

vii Higher efliciency leads to broader renewable adoption, significantly reducing global
carbon emission and supporting international climate commitments. } Mark

viini Without proper recycling, increased battery use could harm the environment and
exhaust resources; sustainable management ensures long-term viability. 1 Mark

Section - B (Creative Writing Skills) - 18 Marks
Question 3. Notice Writing (Any one from A & B to be attempted) — 1x4=4

Word limit- 50 words
Marks Break-up:
Format: Name of the issuing authority/ organization, the word ‘NOTICE’, Date, suitable

heading/ title - 1 Mark
Content: Relevant and accurate details covering what, when, where, who and why

(information specified in question) — 2 Marks
Spelling and grammatical accuracy- 1 Mark

Question 4. Invitation/ Reply to invitation (Any one from A & B to be attempted) (1x4=4)

Word limit: 50 words
Format: As per the type (formal invitation or formal reply) — 1 Mark
Content: All relevant details, events, date, venue, time, occasion, sender/receiver, purpose,

clear message — 2 Marks
Accuracy of spelling and grammar — 1 Mark

Question 5. Anyone from A & B to be attempted. Letter to Editor/ Job Application
(1x5=5)

Format: Proper letter/ application format (sender’s address, date, receiver’s address, subject,
salutation, body, complimentary close, name, signature) 1 Mark

Content: Relevance, clarity of ideas, coverage of all essential points as per the question (cause,
importance, example etc. / CV details 1f applicable.) -2 Marks

Accuracy of spelling and grammar, vocabulary: 1 Mark
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Organisation of Idea- Expression and coherence: 1 Mark
Question 6. Article/ Report Writing (Anyone from A & B to be attempted) (1x5=5)

Format: Title/ heading, by line (name, designation), proper structure (introduction, body and
conclusion) — 1 Mark

Content: Relevance, factual accuracy, coverage of key points, clarity of ideas — 2 Marks
Grammatical accuracy, appropriate vocabulary — 1 Mark

Organisation of ideas- Expression and coherence — 1 Mark

Section- C (Literature): 40 Marks

Question 7 — Attempt any one of the two extracts A and B

A. Aunt Jenifer .............. and unafraid. (6 X 1=6)

1. c. Aunt Jenifer’s marriage isa burden on her. — 1 Mark

ii. a. personification. -1 Mark

iil. The tigers in the panel symbolize aunt Jenifer’s strong desire for freedom and

fearlessness. 1 Mark

iv. True. — 1 Mark

Wedding band. -1 Mark ‘

vi. The use of the expression ‘flttering finger’ in the extract creates an image of a weak,
terrified and a nervous Aunt Jenifer. — 1 Mark

<

OR
B. Therefore, on eVery ........cccceeevveeneees dark spirits. (6 X 1=6)
. Beauty awakens the soul to act. 1 Mark
ii. c. i, iii & iv. - 1 Mark
iii. aandb. - 1 Mark
v, a. dark human emotions. 1 Mark
v. Life is full of gloom, sadness and despair, but the beauty of nature like the sun, the
moon, trees and flowers bring hope and joy and removes the darkness. — 1 Mark
Vi The expression symbolizes the bond of love, harmony and unity that gives us comfort

even in times of despair. 1 Mark

Question 8. Attempt any one of the two extracts A and B (4 X 1 =4)

4
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A1 did not open ................. in a chair”. (4)

b. adds to suspense and anxicty of readers 1Mark

‘In spite of myself” suggests that the speaker was unable to resist the actions imposed
upon her. -1 Mark

b. She did not want to get caught. -1 Mark

Falsc. -1 Mark

OR

The Maharaja’s top priority was to protect his throne even at the cost of his personal
wealth. He valued power and authority more than public service and honesty. -1 Mark
It highlights exploitation, bribery and flattery in the relationship of Indian rulers and
colonial rulers. — 1 Mark

d. i, iii and iv — 1 Mark

The author uses satirical and humorous tone. For example- The Maharaja’s relief after
losing a large sum shows the absurdity of royal priorities. / He was happy that he had
lost three lakhs of rupees but managed to retain his kingdom. -1 mark

Question 9. Attempt any one of the two extracts A and B

A.All atonce ..........ccuuuu you may go. (6x1=6)

VI

M Hamel shared a deep affection and sense of duty towards his students and his
country. His emotional farewell and love for French language reflects his patriotism.-

1 Mark
The trumpets symbolize the victory of Prussian and the end of French rule in Alsace

and Lorraine. It marks the loss of freedom and culture for the French people. — 1 Mark
1. a. His pride and defiance for his country.

2. b. His shock and emotional reaction to a situation.

3. ¢. His overwhelming sadness and the end of the lesson. 1 Mark

d. He is overcome with emotion about the end of an era. -1 Mark

Together, these symbolize the end of the French rule and the beginning of toreign
domination. -1 Mark

b. He feels powerless in the face of situation. -1 Mark

OR
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B. It exceptionally awaited ...................... world rose to greet them.

1.

s
|11

i1,
1v.

V.

vi.

It reflects her desire to have a life full of glamour, adventure and recognition by society
Wwhich actually is quite different from her current living situation and reality. -1 mark
Fanciful. — 1 Mark

how different their roles and personalities are. -1 mark

It reveals Sophie’s desire of being welcomed by the world. — 1 Mark

d. an equal. - 1 mark

¢. triumphant. — 1 Mark

Question 10. Answer each in 40 words, any five to be done. (2x5=10)

ii.

ii.

One mark for each point. Any two points are valid out of the suggested ones.

1.
[}

Both are trapped in inherited poverty.
Sahib is a ragpicker in Seemapuri and Mukesh belongs to a family of bangle makers in
Firozabad.

They can not escape the cycle of deprivation, exploitation and lack of education.

The author took swimming lessons from an instructor who trained him step by step.
Learned breathing, floating and using rope and pully method to practice in a pool.
Gradual building up confidence.

Tested his courage in Lake Wentworth and Warm Lake to prove himself.

Justice for poor was not possile through courts controlled by British.
What peasants truly needed was freedom from fear, oppression and helplessness.
Gandhiji believed in self-reliance and courage rather than dependence on legal machinery.

Subbu had a flair of writing poems, stories and dialogues. He was multi-talented, creative,
with practical and imaginative ideas for film making.

He was ‘loyal to the Boss’ and used his creative genius to solve production problems.

He was a versatile contributor; he acted, wrote scripts and composed scenes — always
ensuring that the studio succeeded.

A
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The poet contrasts the simple rural life of poor farmers with selfish urban life of the rich
The polished traffic passed with a mind ahead shows indifference of city people towards
poor.

‘Eyes on the money’ symbolizing greed and haste

The poet compares her mother’s pale, lifeless face to a ‘late winter moon’ symbolizing
feeling life and approaching death.
The contrast between her mother’s stillness and the lively world outside (young trees,

merry children)
The poet’s tone is filled with love, anxiety and helplessness as she hides her sorrow behind
a ‘smile’ trying to overcome the fear of loss.

Question 11. Anyone Two of three to be answered in about 40 to 50 words. (2x2=4)

i One mark for each point on moral dilemma and one mark for solution.

As a patriot, he knows helping an enemy soldier is considered treason.

Being a doctor and a human being, his conscience and professional ethics compel him to
save a dying man.

He resolves the dilemma by healing the soldier and later helping him escape.

Upholding both, duty and humanity, without betraying patriotism.

ii. One mark for key point on personal take away and one for scientific take away.
The expedition made her realise the significance of human beings in the vast scheme of
nature and the importance of co-existence and environmental responsibilities.

She understood how Antarctica holds the key to earth’s climate and evolutionary history
helping to study climate change, carbon cycles and impact on the human activities on

environment.

iii.One mark for clear understanding of caste system and one mark for Bama’s
awareness,

Reflects on entrenched caste-based hierarchy and the fear of social ostracism.

Bama realizes that education and self-respect are means to fight inequality, not silent
acceplance.

Her brother's advice exposes the prevalence of prejudice even in seemingly progressive
spaces.

Realises education is the only way to break away the shackles of caste system and

A

social ostracism.
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Question 12, Anyone of the two is to be answered in about 120 to 150 words. (1x5=5)

Three marks for content covering three key points and two marks for expression,
organization of ideas and grammatical accuracy.

Theme of introspection as common element:

Both emphasise self-awareness and pause from routine life to understand human emotions
Pablo Neruda advocates momentary silence and stillness for global introspection and unity
Poet believes that quiet reflection can bring peace, compassion and harmony.

In the poem ‘My Mother at Sixty-Six’ Kamla Das expresses a deep, personal introspection
about ageing, mortality and love.

The poet’s sentence reflects her fear of loss and emotional struggle.

Contrast:

While Neruda’s poem deals with universal introspection and renewal of life, Kamla Das
focuses on individual, emotional introspection born of personal love and fear.

In both poems, quietness becomes a medium to realise truth about self, relationships and
the need for empathy or acceptance.

OR

Question 12B. (3+2=5). Three marks for key points of the content and two marks for
expression, organization of ideas or any other valid and contextual point.

‘Lost Spring’ shows harsh reality of poverty, child labour and exploitation.

‘Rattrap’ depicts poverty and homelessness through the life of vagabonds whose hardship
leads him to see the world as a ‘rattrap’

‘Lost Spring’ not only highlights indifference of the society but also shows moments of
empathy from the author who gives voice to voiceless.

‘The Rattrap’ emphasizes the redemptive power of kindness. Edla’s compassion restores
the peddler’s faith in humanity.

‘Lost Spring’ has a cycle of poverty which seems inescapable but the author hints that there
is hope through awareness and education.

In “Rattrap’, the peddler undergoes spiritual and moral transformation, providing human
goodness as a source of reform.

Saheb, Mukesh and the peddler show self-respect, endurance and inner strength.

‘Lost Spring’ focuses on collective social injustice and need of reform, whereas ‘the
Rattrap’ focuses on individual awakening and the power of compassion to bring change

Question 13. Anyone of the two is to be answered in about 120 to 150 words. (Vistas)
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+ (3+2=5) Three marks for key points in the content and two marks for expression and

organization of ideas or any other valid and contextual point.

Charley seeks refuge in the imaginary ‘Third Level’ of Grand Central station to escape
stress, insecurity and monotony of modern life.

His escapism reflects psychological yearning for peace, simplicity and emotional comfort
found in the imagined world of Galesburg, 1894.

‘The Tiger King’ tries to escape his fate of death by a tiger as foretold by the royal

astrologers.
Tiger King’s obsession with killing tiger shows human arrogance and denial of morality,

revealing escapism from the inevitability of destiny and death.

Common theme and contrast: Insight into human nature

Both the stories deal with human desire to escape reality, though the contexts and
motivation differ.

Charley’s escapism is innocent and emotional which is born of fear and longing for peace,
whereas Tiger King’s is egotistical and ironic, driven by pride and illusion of control.
Both reflect human vulnerability- one to psychological pressures, the other to the illusion

of power.

OR

. (3+0.5=1.5=5) Three marks for content covering context and situation, 0.5 mark for

the format of ‘Diary Entry’ and 1.5 marks for expression, fluency, coherence and
grammatical accuracy or any other valid and contextual point.

Format: Date, Day, Time, Dear Diary, ......
Key points:

¢ Decision to return to Mr Lamb’s garden.
e Realisation and change in attitude — coming out of self

e New outlook of life
¢ Emotional tone and expression of gratitude towards faith/ Mr. Lamb.

e Thanking God for showing him a ray of hope in right direction.
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