MARKING SCHEME

ALL INDIA SECONDARY SCHOOL EXAMINATION 2026

Subject - English Language and Literature (Code - 003)

Class -X

Important instructions for the evaluator/ examiner:

. Follow the Marking Scheme for broader guidelines and reference.

In case of confusion or ambiguity, discuss it with your Head Examiner.

Award appropriate marks to the candidate if she/he has written not similar but equally

acceptable point as provided in the Marking Scheme.

Go through and comprehend the Marking Scheme thoroughly before starting evaluation.

Maintain high level of authenticity, confidentiality and integrity.

SECTION A: Reading Skills - 20 Marks

Q. Expected Answer / Value Points Distribution
No.: of Marks
1. Passage 1 10
1) (c) Provided Swift assistance and relief measures 1
(i1) e transformed homes into shelters 2
e Community kitchens provided meals
e government and local volunteers came for quick help
e social media played crucial role in coordinating rescue efforts
(Any two of the above or equally relevant points)
(iii) | (b)importance of sustainable development practices 1
1
(iv) (b)Resilience - endurance
(e)swift prompt




v)

appreciative/commendable as it helped in coordinating rescue efforts

(V1)

of sympathy and optimism.
® The author acknowledges the challenges faced by the city but

emphasizes the resilience of the community and the positive actions
taken during the crisis

This combination creates a tone that recognizes the difficulties yet

face of adversity.
(Any other relevant point may be accepted)

® The tone of the passage about the floods in Delhi appears to be a blend

highlights the strength and unity exhibited by the people of Delhi in the

1+1

(vii)

Measures could include improved drainage Systems, stricter building,
regulations and regular disaster preparedness drills.
(Any other relevant and appropriate answer may be accepted)

(viii)

The focus shifted to long term measures for flood prevention and improved
urban planning

Q. No. :

Expected Answer / Value Points

Distribution
of Marks

Passage 2

10

@

The growth of tourism industry serves as a global economic engine, by
significantly contributing to economies and fostering development

1

(i1)

Fact / Objective Detail

Ya+

(iii)

e Sustainable tourism practices are essential to mitigate

the longevity of the industry.
e They contribute to the preservation natural ecosystems, support
local communities and minimize the industry's carbon footprint.

environmental concems and the impact of over-tourism, ensuring

1+1

(iv)

Environmental concerns and the impact of over tourism.

a2t V2

(v)

declines in travel.

The COVID 19 pandemic significantly disrupted global tourism, leading to

(vi)

e Negatives like over-tourism and environmental impact.

e Positive aspects such as economic benefits and cultural exchange.

1+1

A




©

(vii)

(¢) Tourism brings significant economic and Cultural benefits

(viii) (c)Over tourism I
_—
SECTION B: Grammar and Creative Writing Skills - 20 Marks
Q.No.: |Expected Answer / Value Points Distribution
of Marks
3. Attempt ANY 10 of the following questions. 10X1=10
Note : Full credit of 1 mark for correct answers. No Partial credit or
172, for any question in this section.
() Summarized/Summarizes I
(1) Error - prepared 1
correction - has prepared
(111) Sonali asked Kusum if/whether she was receiving assistance from her 1
closest friend for the inauguration of her coaching centre.
(iv) (c ) believed tackling challenges head on I
v) all 1
(vi) Error - more superior 1
Correction - superior
(vii) A. Investigate - investigates 1
(viii) (a) feeling 1
(ix) unlike his/her usual health visits, he/she had been experiencing some 1
discomfort lately.
(x) (d) secured |
(xi) (c) could 1
(xii) Error - Passenger 1
Correction — passengers’
Q. No. Expected Answer / Value Points Distribution
Creative Writing Skills of Marks




4A&B

Formal Letter Writing (Any One from A and B to be attempted)

e Format — 1 mark (full credit if all aspects included. partial credit
(half mark) if one or two aspects are missing. No credit if more than

two aspects are missing)

Content - 2 marks(half mark for each content Point area addressed -

Suggestion, importance, implication and recommendation)

Organisation of Idea -1 mark (Effective style, orderly sequence,

paragraph structure and formal tone and vocabulary)

® Accuracy - 1 mark (Spellings, punctuation and grammar)

SA&B

Analytical paragraph writing (Any One from A and B to be attempted)

Analytical paragraph writing should not be confused with descriptive
paragraph writing

e Content - 2 marks ( half mark for each content point addressed)

Organisation of Ideas - 2 marks (effective style, orderly sequence,
single paragraph structure, formal tone and functional vocabulary)
Accuracy - | mark (spelling, punctuation and grammar)

SECTION C: Literature - 40 Marks

Q. No.:

Expected Answer / Value Points

Distribution
of Marks

Attempt ANY ONE of the two extracts given below:

5

A ()

e Dr Ebright questioned conventional wisdom, was curious and had
sharp observing powers.

e He had a keen interest in the nature of things like a true scientist
(Any One)

1

(1)

(c)A premise - a proposition that forms the basis of an argument.

(1)

e He grew cells from Monarch's wing in a culture and showed that

the cells would divide and develop into normal butterfly wing scales
only if they were fed the hormone from the gold spots.

e The study of insect-hormones helped him in giving a new theory on
the Life of cells.

(iv)

Function/ Role or any other appropriate word/phrase may be accepted

OR

/}




O

B (i) (a) Anne had turned the tables on her teacher, however he took it
sportingly
(ii) e Anne who talks a lot in class gets punished by her Maths teacher,
Mr. Keesing.
e He asks her to write essays on the subject, "A chatter box" as
punishment thrice
o She used her intelligence to outwit Mr. Keesing who on the
contrary, ended up accepting her jokes, her talkative nature in the
right spirit. Eventually, he takes the jokes on his chin.
(iii) this would embarrass Anne and would check her indiscipline.
@iv) Mr. Keesing was jovial and quite creative in administering punishment
tasks, was understanding
(Any one)
7 Attempt ANY ONE of the two extracts given below
A1) No, there is none like that ball,
OR
the other balls are not the same
OR
That ball was special to me
(Any one)
(Accept any other valid response)
(ii) (¢) all his young days into the harbour where
(iii) The speaker uses visual imagery to describe the boy’s sorrow because it
creates a clear picture of the depth of the boy's grief.
(iv) e The poet rejects the easy comfort adults often give - “you can get
another one “
e The boy knows its not that simple - some things can’t be replaced
(any other relevant point)
OR
B (1) Alliteration
(i1) False




(ii)

(B) It is an irrefutable belief

(iv) e The poet has used figurative language with fire as a symbol of war 2
and violence and ice as a symbol of hatred and Cold-bloodedness.
e The word 'desire’ denotes the power hungry heads of governments
and militaries. Frost thinks that war will destroy the world.
Expected Answer / Value Points Distribution
of Marks
8 Answer ANY FOUR of the following questions in 30-40 Words each 4X3=12
Content - 2
Expression - 1
(1) e Hunger was a great motivation for young seagull. He was a coward, |3
full of fear.
e All the efforts of his parents had failed, for 24 hours, no one went
near him and he was almost faint with hunger
e Finally the mother flew near him with a scrap of food in his beak.
Unable to resist, plunged into the air to catch it and fell out .
e To save himself, he opened his wings and the wind rushed to them
and he found he could fly.
(Any other relevant point)
(i1) e To uphold Lencho’s faith in God 3
e Lencho addresses his letter to God and has a belief that God would
reciprocate
e The faith and conviction along with his ignorance were precious
virtues and had to be honoured
(Any other relevant point)
(iii) e Amanda yeamns for a life of freedom When Amanda thinks of 3
herself as an orphan she finds an atmosphere of silence
She experiences the much-coveted freedom.
Since she has clearly wanted to have this silence, it is called golden.
The freedom she enjoys in this imaginary world is enjoyable to her.
(Any other relevant point)
(iv) e Lomov thinks that Natalya is an excellent housekeeper, not bad 3
looking and well-educated
e He is already thirty-five and ought to lead a quiet and regular life B

A

3%

—_—




e He suffers from palpitations and nervousness.
e He is at a critical juncture in life and cannot wait any longer.
e Natalya fits the bill and it is impossible for him not to marry her.
e Love is not the only reason for his proposal.
(Any other relevant point)
W) e The author creates a sense of nostalgia in the story by talking fondly | 3
of his childhood in Goa.
e He recollects his childhood memories of the pader.
e He revisits the joyous days when they would eagerly await bread
bangles and peep into the pader’s basket.
(Any other relevant point)
9 Answer any Two of the following questions in 30-40 words each. 2X3=6
Content - 2
Expression - 1

) e When Ebright could not win a prize at the Science fair, he leared 3
that winners do real experiments, they don't simply display slides.

e Then he started conducting experiments. His failure was definitely a
stepping stone towards his success.

e His competitive nature, the extra efforts he put in and the will to
win for the right reasons made him a Successful scientist .
(Any other relevant point)

(i) e Ausable showed his annoyance for the nuisance created by the 3
balcony. He said that this was the second time that someone had got
into his room through it,

e He also said that the balcony was not his but belongs to the next
apartment and earlier his room used to be a part of a large unit.
(Any other relevant point)
(iii) e Horace Danby studied the house at Shotover Grange for two weeks. 3
He studied its rooms, its electric wiring, its paths and its garden.
e He was sure that the family was in London. The two servants had
gone to the movies and they would not come back before four
hours.
e He came out from behind the garden wall and entered the house.
(Any other relevant point)
10 Answer ANY ONE of the following questions in 100-120 Words 1 X 6=6




Content -3
Expression - 2
Accuracy -1

(A)

Mandela: Tiger, freedom is a journey, a mind soaring within constraints
Tiger: Can there be honour when the world outside is chaotic?
Mandela: Honour lies in selfless choices, uplifting others despite chaos.
Tiger: Within these bars, how can one taste a hint of liberty?

Mandela: Transitory freedom is in the mind, educating oneself despite
physical constraints.

Tiger: Your journey teaches that even within boundaries, the spirit can
roam free.

Mandela: True freedom is responsible, a force for justice and the greater
good.

Tiger: Let our shared quest inspire a world where honour and dignity
prevail.

(Any other relevant point/idea is acceptable)

OR

(B)

e Madam's bus ride unfolds unforeseen adventures, teaching us that
the joy is in the experience, not just reaching a point on the map.

e Similarly, "The Black Aeroplane," takes us on a mysterious flight
emphasizing the transforming power of the journey itself.

e These literary journeys echo the profound truth that life's magic lies
not just in reaching our goals but savoring every twist, turn and
discovery along the way.

e So let's celebrate the beauty of the journey. For it is where our
stories truly unfold.

4




(Any other relevant point/idea is acceptable)

11

Answer ANY ONE of the following questions in 100-120 words.
Content-3

Expression-2
Accuracy-1.

1X6=6

(A)

It has been rightly said that the one who causes harm to anyone,
gets caught later or sooner.

Crime never pays. Horace indulges in theft every year without
getting caught and becomes overconfident about his safety and
immunity.

Paradoxically, he gets trapped in one & his own acts and is sent to
jail. There he languishes as a proven criminal.

No crime is justifiable. Horace believes that he is not a threat to
society and the cause behind his theft is good.

But every act that causes harm to another person is a crime. Though
he steals to purchase the books he so desires, stealing from other
people's safe is a crime for which he has been rightly punished. The
end result of a crime is always punishment or retribution and he
pays for it.

(Any other relevant point/idea is acceptable)

OR

(B)

Matilda's friend Mme Forestier meets her after a long time. She
does not recognize Matilda

She is astonished to see Matilda in this pathetic condition.Matilda
tells her the reason for this: the loss of the original necklace and the
misery that followed after replacing the necklace.

Mme Forestier could only sympathise with Matilda, for the
necklace she had lent to Matilda was not of original diamonds.
Matilda on her part should have revealed the loss of the necklace to
her friend.

Matilda could have thus taken her friend into confidence, but the
silent suffering had really taken its toll on her life.

If Matilda had only taken courage and been honest to her friend, she
would still have been living comfortably, thus justifying the
statement given above. Her own senseless attitude led to her ruin.

(Any other relevant point/idea is acceptable)

13
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